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MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF ANNAPOLIS 
Morris J. Blum Building 

 
October 18, 2012 4:30PM 

Roll Call 
Commissioner Carl O. Snowden, Chair 
Commissioner Cynthia Carter, Vice Chair 
Commissioner Richard Callahan, Treasurer 
Commissioner Phyllis Gibbs 
Commissioner Elizamae Robinson 
Commissioner Deborah A. Johnson 
Commissioner Jeffrey Henderson 
 
Moment of Silent Reflection 

Minutes 
A motion to approve the minutes as written for the September 20, 2012  Board of 
Commissioners meeting was made and seconded by the Board.  All Approved. 
 
Elected Officials’ Comments 
 
Resident council comments 
 
Resolutions 
Resolution FIN 092012-17, a Resolution to award a No-To-Exceed contract to J&J Electric Co., 
to replace the fire alarm at Annapolis Gardens Head Start 

Action:  Resolution properly moved, seconded and motion passed unanimously 

Resolution FIN 092012-18, a Resolution to award a contract to Adrian L. Merton for repairs on 
Morris H. Blum Senior apartment’s 8th floor balcony 

Action:  Action:  Resolution properly moved, seconded and motion passed unanimously 

Resolution FIN 092012-19, Tenant Accounts Receivable Write-off 

Action:  Resolution properly moved, seconded and motion passed unanimously 

Ms. Land did a brief overview of what the write-off (year-end close out Uncollectible is 42225 of which 
20,924.11 will be written off) includes:  deceased, moved out, criminal, failure to pay rent, transferred to 
nursing homes or assistant living facilities. 21301 move out, pursuing collection.   Reported to HUD and 
other subsidized programs and Collection Agency.  Repayment programs are set up if resident is trying to 
get back into Housing.  Approved 
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Resolution ADMIN 092012-20, Establish Policies, Goals and Principles for the Preservation 
and Redevelopment of Public Housing 

Action:  Mr. Leggett discussed retreat held recently at the Legacy Center and gave a brief 
overview of the goals that led up to this Resolution.  The Chairman wants to set this resolution 
aside until the next Board meeting on October 18th so that people will have adequate time to 
review them and provide any comments. The Board of Commissioners was in agreement. Copies 
sent to the Residents Advisory Board, Anne Arundel County Legal Aid Bureau, Anne Arundel 
County NAACP, presidents of the tenant councils, and Robert H. Eades  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Elected Official’s Comments 

Alderman Kirby discussed reporting all illegal activities in the community.  If you don’t want to call the 
police, call him.  Concerned about the displacement of residents during the Timothy Gardens remodeling. 

Commissioner Carter commends police for their quick response to recent gunshots and said that people 
should step out of fear.  Reiterated that you can always call the Alderman of your Ward. 

Gail Smith of the Mayor’s Office was not present for comment 

Resident Council Comments 

President Jackie Wells – Attended meeting with Anita Bailey of Legal Aid. Bloomsbury has a petition to 
the Transportation Board for several changes to parking in their district, which includes: 

1. Eliminate all parking fees for residents of the community, or provide for one free yearly 
parking permit per household; 

2. In the alternative, to lower the cost of all parking permits for community residents; 
3. Provide each household with one free reusable visitor’s pass; 
4. Provide at least one marked, designated and assigned parking space for each household 

who applies for a parking permit, and 
5. Add signs in the community which indicate “one way,” “Dead End,” and “Children at 

Play.” 
 

General Public Comments 

Alice Johnson – Bloomsbury Square – 5-6 gas leaks in back of kitchen stove for approximately 8-9 years. 
Will provide fire department reports at later date.  Needs a carbon monoxide detector. Problems with 
gas leak still persisting. Bloomsbury Square has many problems including ceilings coming down, nails 
coming out of the walls and floors sinking. 
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The Chairman stated the purpose of the forum is for residents and others who may have some concerns 
that have not been properly addressed by staff members.  He stated that he will ask each commenter if 
they have brought their matter to the proper person and if yes, the Board will proceed.   

Beverly Bingham –Morris Blum Apartments - no storm door just a screen and rain comes into her 
apartment.  She called maintenance but no response. 

Commissioner Gibbs stated that she has not had a working stove for three (3) months and has reported it 
numerous times and has had no response from maintenance. 

Tonya Booth – Obery Court – Concerned with the amount of trash that is collecting under the stairs of the 
residents, which is causing odor problems and residents are not able to open their doors.  The one-day 
pick up services is the problem. 

Harry Walker – 618 Morris Blum Apartments – Many changes going on and many for the worse.  There 
is a feeling of not being safe. He feels that there is a lack of respect for the seniors especially from the 
police officers. 

David White – Morris Blum Apartments – Live in an efficiency apartment and has been trying to get a 
one-bedroom apartment for over a year. 

Hank Smith – Morris Blum Apartments – New resident (3 months). He suggests that a coin machine be 
placed in the building so that he can do laundry.  He is a general contractor by trade, most of it licensed.  
He has offered to go into the trash rooms and pressure wash to get the smells away and he wasn’t going to 
charge.   Mr. Snowden will ask Chief Johnson to take him up on the offer and encourages him to join the 
Resident Council. 

James Wolmack  - Morris Blum Apartments – Concerned with elevators and traffic signs.  Was told 
previously that we could not afford to purchase new elevators.  It’s cheaper to buy new elevators than to 
continually repair them.   

Commissioner Johnson introduces new Property Manager of Obery Court – Ms. Latasha Jennings.  Ms. 
Jennings stated that she has handled the trash issue in Obery Court.  An agreement was made that there 
will be a 2nd pickup in addition to the City pick up. 

Curtis Spencer – Friends of Black Annapolitans – Mr. Spencer asked if a contribution could be made to 
Monique Howard – a college student and previous resident of Harbour House – asking the Board to 
consider contributing towards a $1,700 college bill.  She is attending Clark University.  This is her last 
year.  Mr. Snowden will discuss with Ms. Land to see what might be possible and discuss with the Board. 

Linda Kent – a fifteen year resident of Eastport Terrace – Stated that when HUD did inspections, there 
was to follow-up to getting things done.  Ms. Kent says thank you for Pathways To Opportunity because 
her daughter is a part of it and doing well.  It’s a great program. 

Glen Rogers– Has issues with the building’s door monitors and feels that actions at Morris Blum have 
turned violent.  He has had physical run-ins with the door monitors and stated that one of them took a 
crow bar to his shoulder. 
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Jackie Lewis –She would like an appointment with Mr. Leggett and Mr. Snowden regarding personnel 
issues.  People are not taking her serious about her issues.  Spoke to Mr. Dedo a couple of weeks ago 
about her door being fixed. 

Margaret Leonard – Legal Aide – She would like to get a copy of the Principles to review for the next 
meeting. 

Robert Eades– Stated that several of the Commissioners should step away from the Board so as not to 
tarnish their titles while Trudi McFarland is attempting to eliminate Public Housing.  People are losing 
housing while real issues are being dodged.   

Velma Williams – She wants the residents to put trash in trash bags, tie it up and throw down trash chute. 

Tantiana Klein – Neighborhood Leadership Academy – She was on the agenda but was not present. 

Michael A. Pristoop – Chief of Police for the City of Annapolis –  

How are they addressing crime throughout the city and in particularly in public housing and Morris Blum 
who have expressed some concerns. 

Alderman Kirby addressed the Harbour House/Eastport Terrace shooting – what kind of safety 
mechanisms are in place to keep residents safe? 

Indications are that police are busier in Public Housing.  There has been an increase of arrest by 30%.  
Overall crime is down 50%. Chief Pristoop stated that the police department has a great relationship with 
HACA. 

Update on the Morris Blum issue.  A significant arrest took place of someone that lived in the building.  
Prostitution has waned a little bit. 

Commissioner Johnson stated that she would like to see greater police presence especially when the 
children are going to school.  There were two instances of an attempted abduction of a 3yr old and a 13 yr 
old. 

The police department is looking to hire more police officers. 

A discussion was had about a bullet that hit a gas line and how a particular police woman was very 
disrespectful. Chief Pristoop explained how policeman are stretched very thin but that no excuse for being 
disrespectful. 

Crisis management was discussed and Chief Pristoop said that they will notify the crisis management 
team if there is an absolute need or that they are made aware. 

A discussion about a homicide where the body was left in full view of children.  Going forward, the 
police will take all necessary precaution that the incident will not happen again.  It was stated that the 
schools also get involved when there is a crises and will contact a crises team. 
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The responsibility of the aftermath of a shooting lies with the Fire Department.  It is their responsibility to 
clean up afterwards. 

A question was asked about which community had the most trouble.  The answer was Harbour 
House/Eastport Terrace.  The majority of the calls were aggravated assaults and drugs. 

Bystanders as uninvolved victims have been about three this year. 

Dwaye Daniels organizes the young people events, the last being a skating trip.  Police also has a sports 
camp and used to have Eastport mentoring. 

Will soon see more community foot patrol cops 

Executive Director Report 

Highlight dates of October 20th – Pathways To Opportunities conference and October 25th – dedication of 
College Creek Terrace (62 new homes) and the dedication of Abney Lane. 

Finance Report 

Establish funding to replace elevator at Morris Blum.  The day to day operations has been assigned to 
Mark Ford.  Will do monthly inspections. 

Occupancy Report 

98% adjusted occupancy.  Sept. 27th, State audit at Bloomsbury and a physical/management review. 

Security Report 

Chief Johnson stated that the head of maintenance was not present due to a serious injury and is 
recovering. 

The Chief stated that the recent shooting victims were not residents of HACA. 

Trespassing will be enforced and not just related to banning. 

Chief restated that HACA maintenance is not responsible for the cleanup efforts after a 
shooting/homicide. 

Ms. Johnson’s gas leak – spoke to BGE and mechanic.  The gas leak has been fixed and a carbon 
monoxide detector has been installed. 

John Wade has retired from the position of Safety Officer and Carlise Scott will be replacing him.  She 
has over 30 years with the police department. 

Four desk monitors were hired. 

Hiring a cleaning staff to the cleaning of Harbour House hallways. 
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Mark Ford researching ADA compliance cost for resident with mobility requirement.  Ms. Wingate is 
making sure all of her needs are met. 

Ms. Williams stated that the hallways at Morris Blum should be mopped daily for health reasons.  A full-
time cleaning person will be assigned to Blum. 

Property Managers Report 

Morris Blum – Zina Saunders. Staff should be commended on a great job. For the sake of time, the 
Property Manager reports will be tabled until the next meeting. 

Sept. 13th the State of Maryland Dept. of Aging Congregate Housing Services Monitoring group did an 
annual State inspection of the Congregate Housing Program at Morris Blum.  No deficiencies were found. 
3 units were inspected and all passed.  They spoke with residents of the program who were satisfied with 
services.  The program has grown from 8 to 17.  The goal is to reach 25.  A suggestion to put in a Medical 
Suite in the building where residents can go to understand their medicines or who are returning from the 
hospital. 

New Business 

Greg Green – Update on HACA website – The new website should be finalized the latter part of this 
quarter or early next year.  The current site is being updated until the new site is completed. 

Residents of Morris Blum would like strips to be placed at the bottom of the doors because of the size of 
the spacing between the door and the floor. 

Mr. Snowden stated that we are faced with dwindling resources and that we need to work together.  There 
is something that everyone can do.  HACA has the responsibility to handle issues that are brought up but 
people can do their part.  It would be helpful for able bodied persons to make a contribution to the upkeep 
of the property.  HACA must demand more personal responsibility from its tenants.  Mr. Snowden noted 
that Commissioners are not paid.  They are about a community trying to move Annapolis forward. 

On Oct. 7th @ St. Johns, the Fannie Lou Hamer banquet will be honoring people who make a difference 
in the community.  Seeds 4 Success will be honored. 

A Grievance hearing appeal for Brandy McNeal will take place at 4pm prior to the Board meeting on Oct. 
18th. Grievance cancelled.  Ms. McNeal is not a Public Housing resident and HACA is not the Landlord. 

Mr. Snowden wants to know from Mr. Leggett and Chief if a donation can be made to Monique Howard? 

Next board meeting will be next Thursday, October 18, 2012 at the David J. Harris 
Community Center-Robinwood. 

 


