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MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE 

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF ANNAPOLIS 
Robinwood 

 
November 14, 2012 4:30PM 

Roll Call 
Commissioner Carl O. Snowden, Chair 
Commissioner Cynthia Carter, Vice Chair Excused 
Commissioner Richard Callahan, Treasurer 
Commissioner Phyllis Gibbs 
Commissioner Elizamae Robinson 
Commissioner Deborah A. Johnson 
Commissioner Jeffrey Henderson 
 
Moment of Silent Reflection 

Minutes 
A motion to approve the minutes as written for the October 18, 2012  Board of Commissioners 
meeting was made and seconded by the Board.  All Approved. 
 
Resolutions 
Resolution ADMIN 092012-20, Establish Policies, Goals and Principles for the Preservation and 
Redevelopment of Public Housing - This resolution will not be voted on today to give all 
stakeholders the opportunity to review and provide written comments prior to the next Board 
Meeting scheduled to take place on Nov. 14, 2012 at the Elsie Clark Community 
Center/Bloomsbury. 

Resolution No.  ADMIN 101812-21 Resolution To Modify Language in Public Housing Lease 
to be in Compliance with Maryland Code- Change to Section 8 A3 and 1-8D1 of the lease to 
bring in compliance.  HACA is seeking approval to post. Resolution properly moved, seconded 
and motion passed unanimously.  

Discussion:  Commissioner Johnson wants this information to be very clear to the residents and suggest 
putting the info in the newsletter.  The Chairman stated that HACA has an obligation to inform but it is 
also the responsibility of the leadership of the RAB Boards to disseminate the information via council 
meetings and any other methods necessary.  
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Resolution No. ADMIN 101812-22 Amendment of the Executive Director Contract to Comply 
with the HACA Personnel Policy - Resolution properly moved, seconded and motion passed 
unanimously.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Elected Official’s Comments 

Gail Smith thanked the Mayor and staff for assisting in Pathways To Opportunities.  She noted that the 
mayor would be in attendance for the entire day.  She commended Georgia Noone-Sherrod for her 
leadership and appreciation to the whole committee.  She stated that the Fire Department, Annapolis City 
Police Department will be assisting and Recreation and Parks will have resource tables.  The Chairman 
noted that the City was very instrumental in making the dedication of Abney Lane possible.  Ms. Smith 
thanks the Housing Authority for allowing the use of its premises to hold a Safety awareness meeting in 
which Chief Joseph Johnson and Chief Pristoop were present.   

Resident Council Comments 

ANNAPOLIS GARDENS – Deborah Odum - President 

The Resident Advisory Board as asked the Board if it is possible for them to be a part of the screening 
process for new residents.  Their concern is that the same people who caused confusion in the past are 
being brought back into the neighborhoods. 

October 22nd Annapolis Gardens will be having a health and cardiovascular screenings. 

ROBINWOOD – Carolyn O. Keene - President 

Major concern has been the taking away of the fences and the trouble it has cost to have it removed.  She 
cited that the residents no longer have privacy.  The other major concern is the maintenance ticket issues.  
Ms. Keene noted that she has put in about ten (10) maintenance request concerning her dwelling and 
issues have not been resolved.  Ms. Keene said that her resident council members have been very 
supportive and she has taken them out to lunch to show her appreciation.  

NOTE: Chief Johnson has come up with a resolution regarding the fences which thinks will be 
satisfactory to most of the residents.  The matter has not been discussed with Demetria Hall as of yet but 
will be disseminated after her discussion with the Chief.  Ms. Hall noted that the fences were removed for 
safety issues.  Under the guidelines of REAC, HACA would be held liable for any accidents occurring on 
HACA property.  

 

 

BLOOMSBURY SQUARE – Jackie Wells – President  
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The parking issues are still pending; it is in the 2nd process at the City of Annapolis.  Would like better 
lighting behind the 300 address units.  PEEC out will be at the community center every 3rd Thursday of 
the month to meet with parents and children.  There will be giveaways and light refreshments.  

The Chairman noted that the City is no longer doing car decals and suggest she meet with Gail Smith to 
discuss parking at the huge unused parking garage that is located in that area.  He also suggest that she 
meet with Corrie Flannigan to discuss options and if it is a policy change recommendation.   

MORRIS BLUM – Sandra Chapman 

There will be a Senior Prom held at the Morris Blum Building on November 17th at 6pm and cost is 
$30.00.  Ms. Chapman said that they are experiencing parking issues due to not enough spaces.  Lighting 
issues in the back of the building.  A street light is needed.  Suggestion was to contact the Alderman of 
that area to discuss.  The Chairman suggested that she invite the Alderman to their next meeting which 
will be held on the 25th. 

 
General Public Comments 

Robert Eades stated that the current RAB Boards are not strong because if they were the issues that the 
residents are facing would come through the RAB Board to be presented to the Board of Commissioners 

Executive Director Report 

Highlight Pathways To Opportunity which will be taking place on October 20th.  Mr. Leggett presented 
the BOC with the first addition of the PTO program booklet.  He stated that he, along with Sharon Land, 
attended the Leadership caucus and worked closely with William Tamburrino.  Mr. Leggett noted that his 
response to HACA was posted in The Capital on Sept. 29th and listed the positive things that HACA is 
doing collectively as an agency.  HACA received outstanding award for risk control. 

ROSS GRANT – Yvonne Baskerville 

The Ross Grant is a $240,000 grant which was received in January 2012 to be used over a 3-yr period for 
the betterment of the community.  It includes health and education awareness.  The Chairman wanted to 
know the progress of this grant and how it relates to the Robinwood Community. 

Ross Grant is 240,000 over a3yr period- started in January of 2012. It outlines the things that need to be 
brought into the community for the betterment of the resident lives. 

Education-according to this year’s status, there were twelve graduates from the Robinwood community.  
It is not know how many residents are in need of a GED due to the “embarrassment of people letting you 
know.” One student from Robinwood is attending Sojourner Douglass College.  Three residents have 
sought their GED and have passed.  A parenting class was introduced which five attended but only two 
graduated. Four (4) children were chosen to visit the White House due to good grades.  Other programs in 
place are healthy families & healthy communities programs. In June, had a Health Fair which included 
cardiovascular screenings.   This past summer, the Eastport Yacht club sponsored five (5) children from 
the Robinwood Community for their sailing program.  In addition, there are over the summer Eastport 
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yacht club sponsored 5 kids in sailing program.  Mentoring programs for young men and women.  Delta 
theta sigma is mentoring eight (8) girls and Andre Dillard of Georgetown Elementary school and a 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha is mentoring the young men.  The Ross grant stipulates that activities be 
done with the children.  In regards to seniors, there are eighteen in the community.  They have been taken 
on shopping trips and involved in other activities including games, walking programs twice a week and 
participating in the beautifying the neighborhood project.  

Georgia Noone-Sherrod Report 

PTO Conference is on October 20th with an anticipation of 660 registrants who are pre-registered.  There 
has been a great response from the youth.  The goals of the conference are to showcase the progress of 
past and current Pathways participant, incentivize other residents to be a part of and to bring all the 
partners together for a full view of Pathways.  The Chairman has requested that a summary of the 
evaluations be available at the next board meeting on November 14th.  

Ms. Sherrod noted that HACA has been awarded a $67,000 grant of which $3,000 will be used to repair 
the senior bus. 

Finance Report 

HACA’s security budget is $50,000 and is included in the Capital budget.  HACA pays $3,000 to the 
Annapolis Police Department for the monitoring of the community.  Other money in the budget goes to 
security cameras and personnel are included in the operational budget. 

HACA finished its 1st quarter while maintaining a balanced budget and ended with a month end surplus of 
$1,987.00.  

The Housing Authority of the City of Annapolis has been selected to receive two HUD grant in the 
amount of $69,000.00 each for Fiscal Year 2012 Housing Choice Voucher Family Self-Sufficiency and 
Public Housing for the coordination of Supportive Services. 

Completed submission to HUD for funding for calendar year 2013  

Attended the Maryland Association of Housing and Redevelopment Agencies Leadership 
Caucus where the speaker was William D. Tamburrino, Director, Baltimore Public Housing Hub. 
Discussion included the Going Green initiative. HACA is one of the first agencies to be used to initiate 
solar paneling project.  The results was a 60% decrease in utility consumption at the HH/Eastport 
community; a $ 600 per month savings. 

Website meetings have been on a regular basis.  A meeting has been scheduled with the Website designer 
and she is prepared with ideas and suggestions and will have a display after available after the November 
board meeting. 
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Occupancy Report 

Met with Pennrose re: Obery court.  95 families have been affected by the relocation.  

Stats are as follows: 

32 families housed in phase 1, 8 families took Section 8 vouchers, 2 moved out voluntarily, 7 families 
were evicted during that period, 2 residents deceased, which left 45 families to serve under the relocation 
for Phase 2.  Out of 45;  4 have been approved to return and have a move in date, 3 families were denied  
section 8 due to the 40% rule, 4 families did not meet income requirement but a second look will be done, 
7  families are being processed for move in, 11 families signed documents that they were no longer 
interested in returning, 7 families did not respond but will reach out to them one more time, 4 families  
denied, 5 families require additional documentations and  12 families to work through before phase 2 is 
closed out. 

Commissioner Johnson noted that on October 24th, she and others will be meeting with Chief Pristoop and 
Lt. Della.  There will be discussion on a Homeowners Association.  The meeting will be held on 
Wednesday at 6pm. 

Mr.  Robert Eades had concerns about no recreation area for the youth.   

Chairman said residents need to be involved because if we have new units and old attitudes, nothing 
changes and there are problems.  The Chairman also stated that the RAB leadership needs to be on top of 
the concerns in the neighborhoods.  The community needs to put demands on management and police.  
All stakeholders need and should be part of the October 24th meeting.   Wanda Mitchell who is the HOA 
president for Habitat Homes will be in attendance.   

Ms. Wingate noted that HACA received an above average physical rating for Bloomsbury square which is 
the highest that the State gives.  Housing choice program has received the highest performance 
designation. Out of 1545 UCPS, Maintenance has completed1513 for the record. 

Security Report 

Demetria Hall introduced Crystal Kyle as the new assistant property manager.  Ms. Hall stated that the 
Oct 11th stabbing in Robinwood did not include residents.  The victim was not a resident nor was the 
assailant. However, HACA was able to connect the assailant to a Robinwood resident.  The HACA lease 
states that residents are responsible for their guest.  If any criminal activities are committed, the resident is 
responsible and it becomes a lease violation.  In this particular case, the resident was given a 30-day 
notice of eviction.  The chairman advised that all safety issues should go to Chief Johnson for review and 
approval. 

The protocol of an event in the neighborhood should be report immediately to the Chief.  If the aftermath 
of a crime affects the well-being of children, the situation will be assessed and a Crises team will be 
contacted through APD.  

Carliese Scott, the newly hired as safety officer, reported that the Robinwood stabbing was domestic 
related and the perpetrator has been arrested. 
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 Training for Morris Blum monitors is set for October 22 and brings the total staff seven.  Chief Pristoop 
and plain clothes officers will be in attendance of Pathways Conference.  There are 36 people on current 
banning list.  Investigated the gas leak at Bloomsbury and issue has been resolved.   The Security Officer 
is notified of criminal activities via the Annapolis Daily Report that is received via email.  The report is 
reviewed for any criminal activities taking place on HACA property.  If during this review a HACA 
resident is involved, the APD is contact for a full report for review and forwarded to Ms. Wingate for 
further action. 

Property Managers Report 

Miranda Wingate did a brief overview of how residents are screened for housing. 

Demetria Hall – Robinwood - 143 units occupied 6 offline and 1 approved for the management office. 3 
are expected to be on line within the next week.  The Chairman stated that he has advised that a meeting 
be set up with Demetria, Yvonne Baskerville, Resident Council and other effected parties in regards to the 
playground issues. 

Newtowne Report - 64 units occupied 14 mod 14 vacant 3 units are in repair and make ready 9  are 
working and 2 units that should be ready by Monday. 

Continuing to seek an ADA Compliant unit.  It has been decided to move the lady in question out of the 
neighborhood.  

Morris Blum Building – Lisa Kopinetz - 148 occupied 6 vac 4 mod and 2 are in repair/make ready. 2 
residents transferred. 5 vacant units.   

Lisa has had 2 people banned from the property due to prostitution.  Lisa is working with APD 
concerning the drug issues. She has taken car tag numbers and provided to Chief Johnson and APD. Two 
parking lot lights have been repaired.   Lisa is aware of the dark area in the park lot and will be meeting 
with the Alderman of that area to discuss solutions.   Two residents complaining about rodents.  Terminex 
was in the building this day and put out trap boxes.   The trash shoots have been pressure washed.  Shirley 
Brown hired for Blum Building. There was 1 issue of bed bugs.  

Bloomsbury square is 100% occupied. Have had 1deceased, a transfer came in and 1 eviction due 
criminal activity.   Working on the pizza delivery issue. Bring back to next board meeting solutions to the 
parking issue. 

Harbor House – Veria Horton- 268 occupied, 2 mod, 3 repairs and make ready.  East port 77 occupied, 2 
in repair make ready. Tagging cars without ids. Issuing visitor passes so cars would not be towed.  
Registering residents for PTO Conference.  There has been more police presence.  C. Scott is working 
with APD to get info on drug activities, specifically at the 110 and 113 buildings. There is a church that 
wants to come in and to do a Christmas party for the residence. 
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New Business 

Utility turn offs are a big issue.  It is not know in what area the turn offs are more frequent. It has been 
suggested to put resource information in the newsletter about utility assistance.  . 

Pennrose was confirmed by Mark Ford as to paying for the plaque in Obery Court and is responsible for 
ordering it and getting it there.  

There is a hole located in the fence on pleasant street that needs repairing.  Mark Ford will investigate.   

Mr. Leggett noted that Betty Ann Weekly is retiring and her celebration will take place on October 26th at 
the Stanton Community Center 

The Chairman noted that Dr. Lillean Lowry, who is the first African American Maryland state 
superintendant of schools. Having a reception at Sojourner Douglas College in her honor which is free 
and 4-6pm on Oct. 26th.  She will be addressing bullying and how they should be addressed at school.  

Friday, November 9th is the first graduating class from the Phlebotomy Program at Sojourner Douglass 
College.  These students are part of the Pathways To Opportunity program.  

Next meeting is November 14th 4:30 AT Bloomsbury 

Outstanding issues – dog issue – Ms. Hall is continuing to working on the issue. 

Mark Ford was asked to follow up with the maintenance issues discussed during this meeting.  He is to 
ascertain if they have been addressed and why if they have not.  

Zina Saunders – Congregate program is on the move.  Have gone from 9 to 21 participants in 45 days.  
Also, congregate funding has been increased by $20,000 

HACA team make sure that on Saturday , have everything in place, be on time and get evaluations back.   

Next board meeting will be next Wednesday, November 14, 2012 at the Elsie Clark 
Recreation Center/Bloomsbury. 

 


